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TH 
imparteth his obſeruation to the 
RzaDER. £ 


Ecz1ve (CnrisTIan READER) 
a prooft of the force of Trueth, and a praſage 
of the ende of that worke God is about to doe 
| intheſelaft Ages: A manbrought vp inthe 
Fj Learning of Kgypt, and inchaunted With 
the Sorceries of Babel: without the helpe or 
counſell of any Proteſtant, by occaſuon of Po- 
piſh tyrannie , ſearching the trueth , findetb 
out their errour in Dottrine , ard abuſes in 
| ' Diſciplines and-conuinced of both, firſt in his 
minde forſaketh their opinions, and n»w in bis body fleeth from their ſociety, 
T bus es not like tothe change of Apollinaris ard Arrius cf olde,or of Ca- 
rier in our time, whoſe miſcontented humour, for hopes diſappointed, made 
them alter their opinion: But more like to that of Paulus Vergerius,B/- 
ſhop of Tuſtinople, Whom vnjuſt ſuSFitions at the firſt burdened with a ſe- 
cret fauour of Lutheraniſme: for purging whereof be intended a refutation 
of Luthers do&rine: But While be wrangled with the T rueth,to ouer-come 
it, hee was taken captiue of it ; andleauing his Place and Dignities, ren= 
dered bimſelfe at Tubing to our Profeſſion, 

T be ground of our preſage is G o D's Trueth in T imes accompliſh- 
ment wherein Pronidence goes on with remarkeable degrees of perſons and 
places, not Without [ome reſpect to thaperiods of time, Hee rayſed Wickleft 
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from their Schools , Tohn Huſlſe from their Pulpits , Martin Luther 
from their Cloyflers , and nowe Marke Antonie from their Arch-epiſco- 
pall Chaire,T he places haue the like gradation.: Great, Britaine ſeemeth 
too farre from Rome,to Waker, them by Wickleffs c:yetTherefore #1 ſoun- 


acd nearer in, Germanie. end nowe Dalmatia looking oner the Vee - 


netian Gulf , aſſureth Italie rhat- ber next Aduertiſer ſhall bre within 
her bowels.}t was more than a Poeticall licence to applye Sybillas Oracles 
of CHRIST to Saloninus the ſonne of Pollo, for keeping in memorie hes 
vibtorie in taking in Salonas: But the oxr Saloninus maketh large reſt i= 
zution,and applyeth the Oracles of GOD tothe owne purpoſe; eAs tbe Cler= 


gie bath gone before, ſo Princes doe follow 3 The King of Great Britaine,. 


with moft of the Princes of Germanie, {ard out alreadie againſt Rome: 
The ambiguitie of France will reſolue in ende in; an open departure: And the 
temporizing of Venice importeth more the want of occaſion , than of Will 
and reſolution. T he Romane Empire did ſtretch; ont it ſelfe by de- 
grees , proceeding from the middes to the extremities , 4s Circles goe 
out from the (enter: eAnd at. the extremities againe their ruine began\and 
went backs tothe hcart. T be fall of their Spirituall Aonarchieftall keepe 
the ſame courſe, | 

T be periods of time hane their owne obſeruation. T he Tewiſh ſolewnitie 
of [ubilee,not brought in the (hmreb till the thirteenth Age,was thentyed 


#0 the (entenarie number: andthat. their joye bath ſinceproncd1o be like the 


Jong of the e Marmaide before a florme: for ſoone after, Wickleff beganne to 
trouble their mirth : and in the ende of that, Age John Huſſe made them 
Some more buſmeſſe: till in the 1415, yeere, the holy Fathers,at, Conſtance 
by a Punitke Faith brought him tothe fire. «An bundreth yeeres afier him 
Luther renewed his ſong with greater boldneſſe,andinthe 1517,yeere gaue 
out his Propoſitions again the Pope : from which time they haue perſmae 
ded themſelues, and cuen tothis daye aſſure their folloWers, that, Luthers 
doftrine can fland no longer than an bundreth yeeres.This preſent yeere clo» 
feth that, period : and while they looke for an enaniſhing of that, Doltrine , 
beholde, euen from themſelues it receiueth againe a neWe light, aucWetefii= 
monie, We bolde with Plato the fatalitie of Periods,but Pythagoras num- 
bers are too weake 4 grounde for ſuch a neceſſutie: Or if wee (hall takg are 
numbers, it mufi bee theſe of ſinne; andin ſinne , more the degrees than the 
mumbers, The Amorites finnes muſt gorge to the height , andthe 
KUTOLILYY CLLLIEY IIEOAL Y VI BY bat rm 
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| Tewes muſt fill their cuppe before their puniſhment. 7he Phariſees 


of our time doe mightily to fill out their meaſure. T he pryde and filtbineſje 
of Sodome,the Whordomes of Babel! are now multiplyedexceedmgly, ard 
the greateſt ſume,euen that to death, 15 become an epidemicke diſcaſc among 
their (lergie, Pope Iohn the 22. can denyethe truecth, Leo the temh can 
ſceffe at» it, Gardinerus can Tor feſſe it at, his death,but with this addition, 
Tha: it niuſt rather {till be impugned,than the ſtate of Rome de- 
cay: All their wittes runnewpon this one pointt, but all ther meanes turne 
vpon them! T he crucly of their Inquiſition, T he tyranny of their Prohibi- 
tions, Their impndency in falſifying wordes and writs, giue thens but a mo-= 
ments aduantage:But enenfrom theſe ſhall come their rnine, eA lye hath no 
mare ſtrength than for the tine it #1 ſpoken, and credulouſly embraced : but 
the eternall force of Tructh hath more than a momentanie prenailing .W hat 
then refteth for them, bat that- they giue place tothe fatality of their eftate, 
ſince they will not gine place tothe Tructh, And for vs, While Rome ts 
renting in it ſelfe, take heede that, we be not diuided. Whoſoener now cafleth 
in the apple of ſirife in the Reformed (burch,proueth an enemy to GOD, and 
an improfit able friend to Antichriſt, Let vs ftandeſlill, and beholde the 
Works of the LORD, and bee ſure while wee imagine wee hane left Babel, 
that we hane firſt forſaken Egypt, W, 5. | 
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MARCVS ANTONIVS 
| DE DOMENMNEF Mm 


Arch-Biſhop of SraLaTa,expoundeth 
the purpdſe and reaſons of 


his departing. 


Eſt this my departing , ſuddaine: 
and ynexpeRted of all others ,: bur to- 
my ſelfe, by a long and more than ten 
yeeres aduiſing reſolued ypon, and by 
exquiſitedeliberation brought co ripe- 
nefſe , ſhould cauſe wondring among * 
theſe of our Profeſſion, and ſhould 
produce ſome badde effees, through 
or defauſt, intheſe who are ignorant 
of the proceeding: T thought it nece({- 
faric by a timous przoccupation, toexpound the reaſons of this 
my not=haſtie , but well-aduiſed departing. 

For ſurely I doe foreſee, there ſhall not be lacking many tradu- 
ccrs,who according to the cuſtome will take occaſion of this my 
departing,to reuile,and burden me with calumnies: Which thing 
Iconfeſle before G O D; doeth notmuch trouble mee: For with 


the Apoſtle Pavr I count little to be judged of men;Let me beea 
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Foole for Car1srs cauſe: let me bee vyle, buffetted, rayled vpon, - 
perſecuted , blaſphemed , and counted the cft-ſcouring of the 
worlde: yea, and accurſed, ſo that I may ſatisfie the Loxp Izsvs 
CyrisT, and profite my brethren in the Miniſterie of Cur1sT, I 
ſhould contemne all theſe thinges, | For onr glorie is the teſti- 
 monie ofa good conſcience, that in ſfimplicitic ofheart, and fin- 
ceritic of G o Þ, and notin fleſhly wiſedome: but by the grace of 
Go I haue changed my place, It is my parte indeed as the Mini- 
ſter of Gop,toſhewe my ſelfe in much patience, in tribulation, in 
necedſities , in ſtraites, in laboures , through glorie and ſhame, 
through infamie and good fame : for1ſecke not my ſelfe, nor 
mine owne, but thoſe things which are'Izsv3 CyRIsTs, That ra- 
ther doeth gricue me,ifI doe not obviate calumnies,it may eaſily 
come to paſle, that in the mindes of the Godly a great fruite of 
zdification ſhall bee ſtayed, which they might take of my coun- 
ſell, and that many ignorant of the reaſons of my departing, in 
place of zdification ſhall vawittingly offende at me, by vnjuſt ca. 
lumnies which they will heare. To theſe I will open the reaſons of 
my departing, and make them manifeſt toall men , that Imay 
Profite them, . 

That this my change of place is of Gop, and not of man, nej- 
ther may I,neither ought Ito call in queſtion:I knowe wee ſhould 
nor calily truſt every Spirit, buc ſhould trye them, if they bee of 
| Gop,as weare well admoniſhed by Toan the beloued Diſciple of 
CxRIsT. Therefore in theſe tryalls, beſide the ofcen accefſe to the 
Father of Lightes, which I learued of Canrsr, in thee ten yeeres 
before named : itis moſt certaine (as Gop and my Conſcience 
beareth me recorde) that no mans perſwaſion of whatſoever ſort 
came to myeares:in this purpoſe Thad none to ſtirre me yp,none 
to perſwade me:I had vie ofno mans counſell,nor did comunicat 
it toany creature:Neither yetler any ſuſpe&, that I did drawe my 
reaſons ont of the Bookes (of Proteſtants) which are contrary to 
the doctrine of Rowe: for God is my witnefle, I did vehemently 
abhorrethoſe Bookes diſcharged by Romans Inquiſition:which 
indeed if any Przlate addicted to the Courtof Roms did deteſt,T 
did it our of meaſure, becing poſſelſed from my hood with 

| ooliſh 
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fooliſh feares ; and fince now I am not a childe , but neare-ynto- 
threeſcore yeeres of age, let any, who liſteth, aſſay whereinto he 
can perſwademe, without weightie reaſons, I did euer ſway the ins 
clinations &thoughts.of my heart after the rules which the Holie 
Spirit in Sacred Scripture did preſcribe to the whole Church; & 
by whoſe dire&ion the holie and reuerende Fathers; eucr much 
eltcemed by the Catholicke Church, did inltrutt the Faxthfull : 
which holie.Fathers alſo, beſide the inward motions of the Holie 
Spirit, were the onlie and chicfe authors of this my purpoſe, Why 
then ſhould I ſuſpe& this worke to beeof an euill ſpirit? From 
which ſuſpicion that alſo maketh me free, that before God, who 
tryeth-the heart and reynes,I know that in my deliberation I did 
neuer dire& my mindeto humane or worldlie reſpe&es:not ynto 
Ecclcſiaſticall dignities , which might beſceme mine eſtate, for I 
was alreadiea Biſhop , and that not of the baſeſt ſort, bur the 
chiefeſtin my natiue Prouince,to wit,T heArchbi(hop of Spalato, the 
Primate of two King domes, Dalmatia and Croatia, of as great zſtimas 
tion in our Churches & Prouinces (I am not aſhamed to confeſſes 
the trueth) as anic other, And if the dignities of- Rome had beene 
pleaſant to me,I had cuer an cafie acceſſe to them. But the man= 
ners of the Court of Rome,which 1euer dillikedzgmade me cuer to 
abhorre.it:Yetnot thelefle,in great and publicke affaires,the Sea 
of Rome did vie my labours to the Emperour and Archdukes,asis 
manifeſt by the Popes Briecues, and the Letters of the Emperour 
and Archdukes,which I yet keepe. My well-deſeruingallo at the 
hand. of the State of Yexice, my natiue Soueraigne, did procure 
vnto me.thcir great fauour: whereby.I might both hope for, and 
expect the benefice of a better fortune,,' 1t the defire of greater 
Grandour had pofl. l:d me. Tlooked not to world/ie commodi= 
ties, which I had in that aboundance as might more than ſuffice 
a moderate ſpirit, ſuch as Leuer had , which I doe aſcribe tothe 
grace of Gop. In this change of my placeT doe gladlic embrace 
the loſle of all my dignities and riches, becaule ( as I hauec (aid) I 
ſceke not mine, but the thinges of Its vs CurtsT: Therefore net- 
ther the counſels of. men, nor the yndaunted affe&ion, nor 
worldlie neceſ[itje, nor cucnt.; neither anie'miſerable _ 
| Whic 
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which vſeth to ranuerſe men, and their eſtate, moued mee to de 
part: but whence it was, I will ingeniouſly declare, without faj. 
ning or diſfimulation. 

For the moſt part, from my childhood, T was brovght vp a- 
mong the eſaits,in holy ſtudy,according to the common doErine 
of the Schoole-men, and the receiued opinions of the Church of 
Rome: for which opinions, proper to Rowe imprinted and fixcdin 
my mind,more by authoritic than by reaſon; with the miſerable 
captiuing of my ynderſtanding,I was,for a long ſpace,moſt reſol- 
ved to die:for I counted it execrable about theſe opinions to ad- 
mit the ſmalleſt doubt or ambiguitie of mind or thought, Ict be of 
fpeaches:and being bound vp in this comon reverence ofthem,if 
at any time any thought had crept in againſt them, or my ſtudies 
had ſuggeſted any doubr, I refolued to yſe violence againſt mine 
owne reaſon (as thecuftome is in matters of Faith) and to turne | 
my minde and thoughts another way,rather than T ſhould admit 
the leaſt doubr againſt theſe articles of Faith, which I rooke for 
certaine,and were fer out to vs by our teachers, to bee moſt cer- 
eaine, I confeſſe I did feele continually ſome ſparks of the inward 
Spirit, which neuertheleſſcT reſiſted, yet I could never freely ac+ 
quieſc,neither free my felfe of a great ſuſpicion, which held me in 
perplexiric, after F had made ſome progrefle in the ſtudies of Di- _ 
uinitie: Which ſuſpicion was greatly augmented in mee by ſo ex- 
aQ,ſo rigorous,and inteſtine buſineſſe of Kame: whereby I percei- 
.ned they did moſte narrowly take heede, that no booke, written 
againſt our doArine, ſhould bee helde or read by any of vs: for 1 
fuppoſed, that thefe bookes were juſtly diſcharged the common 
ſort , leſt the people, who are deſtitute of judgement and diſcre- 
tion,ſhold be expoſed by reading of them, to the danger of drin- 
king in of Hzrefic. But in that they were altogether diſcharged | 
Students, and men of great learning,and well affe&ed to the Ca-: 
tholicke Religion, I did euer judge (as reaſon will teach cuery 
man) that matter was greatly to bee ſuſpeRed: _— ſeeing 
the Court of Rome ſuffered ys notto haue any vie of theſe bookes: 
euen after wee had compleet our courſe in the fludie of Diuinitie, 


and taken degrees therein ; yea, andafter our promotion 4 Bif 
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ſhoprickes. This ſuſpicion did-yer more increaſe, whereI ſawe 

our Maſters and Profeſſors in their publicke handling of the con- 
troucrlies, by word or writ, claime this auchoritie to themſelues, 
to bee truſted in all chat they ſayde: chat thoſe wordes and ſen- 
tences which they did repeate, were the wordes and ſ{cntences of 
the aduerſaries: and in the mzane time, the hearers were diſchar- 
ged, vader the fearefull paine of Excommuaication, to reade 
the vvritinges of the Aduerſaries: In ryding, ſuppreſſing , and 
deſtroying, vyhereof, they make, ſo great bulineſſe, as juillic ic 
is to bee ſuſpeRted , ſome thing lurketh in them which our do- 
Grine is not able to confute. 

From the firſt yeeres wherein I rendered my ſelfe to be a Cler- 
gi: man, I foſtered an in-borne defice to ſee the. vnion of all the 
Churchesof Chriſt:& could neuer patiently thinke vpon the divi- 
fion of the W:ſterne & EaxfterneChurches,the South & North in mate 
ters of faith.I deſired earneſtly to know the cauſes of ſo many and 
ſo gceac Schiſmes:and to ſearch,if poilibly any way-could be found 
out to biad vp again all the Churches of Chriſt in the true & an» 
cient ynion.I wasalſo tormented with heauy dolour which I con- 
cciued at the diilentians of Profeſſors of Chriſtian Religion, and 
the coate of Chriſt ſo miſerably rent aſunder ; which dolour and 
too great heauineſſe did wonderfully affliat mee , and yet more 
and more vexcth me daylie. | 

Thereafter,now ſome twenty yeeres agoe, I was promoued to 
the gouernement of the Church,and made Biſhop of Segnatwhich 
thing my Fathers,the feſairs,cooke heauily, becauſe they knew by 
experience, that I was not ydle, nor improfitable for their ſocie= 
tic(but chat their account I doe not much regard, for I contemne 
all humane zſtimation, valeſſe it make ſome furtherance to di- 
uinc obedieace)they had found me(l ſay) profitable for them: for 
in the time of my tryall, when I was but young, they preferred 
mececoa publicke profeſſion of HvMantrtiz in the Colleges of 
VERONA. And before I was a Pcieſt, they placed mee in the 
Publicke Chaire, for the profeſſion of the MatarMaAT 1cx Es 
at PADy A, vvith great concourſe of hearers. They made mee 
Profeflor of RuzToRICKE firſt, and then of the __ 
2 an 
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and PHILOSOPHIE, In the Publicke Schooles of BrtscT a, and 
often on the Feſtuall dayes would needes have mee making Ser- 
mon in their Churches: They enjoyned mee the diſpatch both of 
private and weightie Aﬀaires: And inall the ſeruices of their ſo= 
cictie, they found my diligence: Why then ſhould they not haue 
taken heauily my promoutng to a Biſhoprick?*which was vnto me 
the firſt occaſion ro:come downe to the earch , from the ſubtill 
and airie, or improfitable diſputations of the Schoolmen, and to 
turne my contemplation in wholeſome praGiſe of the cure of 
ſoules, and of the Church. And becauſe I did acknowledge the 
proper taske of a Biſhop was to preach the Word, I ſet my ſelfe to 
readeSermons,and ſach Bookes as are appointed for Lent:which 
did ſoone begetin mee a loathing and deteſtation: for Iſawein 
them”, and that caſitie, a filthie abuſe of Scripture, while it is 
throwne to vaine,improfitable,impertinent,yea,and a pernicious. 
ſenſe: I ſaw Examples and Miracles propounded, either falſe and 
fained,or at leaſt ridiculous,and not worthie of credite:1 ſawe the 
'people miſerablie deceined ,' and the inuentions of avarice and 
ambition ſaperſtitiouſlic forced vpon them, ynder colour of ar- 
ticles of Faith. Theſe thingesI was aſtoniſhed toconfider : and 
therefore I reſolued toleaue theſe troubled Streames,and to take 
my ſ{elfe to the Fountaines-of the Fathers: in reading of whofe 
works I beganne to delyte, for Sermons and holy Canons, and 
Church Goucrnement. | 
-  Fromthis courſe now and then ſome beames of new light did 
ſhine ynto me, as yet vnwilling and repining: for on the one part 
I did obſerue the ſayinges of the Fathers in veric manic thinges, 
contrarie tothe common Do&rine which I had learned in the 
Schooles : and Idid perceive, that they were either paſſed by in 
ſilence by my Maſters,or not faithfully alledged, or not ſufficient. 
lie,or which is worſe, ſiniſtroufly expounded: On the other part, 
T did ſez, and that not without great wondring, that the Rule of 
Church Diſcipline, and Spirituall Gouernement , of our time,. 
was exceeding farre different from the ancient praRiife, whereby 
my forenamed ſtiſpicions were greatly augmented: and I percei- 
ued.a farre off, that we did not faithfully handle the a and 
Afﬀraires 
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Afﬀaires of CxR1sr and his Church,bur ſtuffed our Tutor o0G1E 
rather with the quicke inuentions. of humane ſpeculations and 
Philoſophie, than with the wholſome wordes of holy Scripture, 
exactly conſidered and expounded, whercof there is a grofle ig- 
noranceamonegit ys, | | 

From aBiſhoprick I was aduanced to anArchbiſhoprick, wherby 
a new and more vrgent occaſion grew ynto me, to renew my ſtu- 
dies , and to labour in them more carneſily : for whereas the 
troubles of the Suffragane Biſhops of my Prouince, but much 
more the exceſliue power of the Court of Rowe,encroching vpon 
- my Metropolitane Iuriſdicion, began to injure mee,T proponed 
to my ſelfe to ſearch out, and throughly to knowe the Root and 
 Fountaine of Church degrees, luriſdictions,callings, offices, and 
dignities; and chicfely of the Papall greatneſſe. A little after the 
State of VENICE was by the Pope put vnder InterdiRion 3; and 
ſcofhng Pamphlets, ſent dayly from Rome,ceaſed not to oppreſle, 
vexe, and ſlander all of vs, who were Biſhops of the Sx16noRk1s 
of VENI1cs, as Beaſtes,Dolts, Ignorantes,and men of euill Con« 
ſcience. Whereof, for the better inſtructing ourlawfull defences, 
and for the better knowledge of the queſtion debated betwixt 
the Yenetians and the Pope, new occaſions were giuen to mee of a 
new and more earneſt ſtudie. The holy ancient Canons, the Or- 
thodox Councels, the Diſcipline of the Fathers, and the ancient 
cuſtomes of the Church were often and againe turned ouer by 
me. Whereto ſhall I ſay more? I found aboundantly in theſe only 
all that I ſought, and agreat deale more thanT ſought, Then tt 
was caſic with opened eyes to obſerue that the doGrine of theſe 
Reformed Churches, which in great numbers Rowe maketh ene- 
mies to her ſelfe, and which are bitterly reproued and impugned 
by our Tazo1 065, did in litcle, or nothing at all, differ from the 
true and ancient doctrine of the pure Church.I did alſo perceiue 
that their do&rine, both at Rome-and among vs, is abhorred and 
repelled,rather than lawfully impugned:not for thatit is indeede 
 Hzreticall and falſe:but only becauſe it is contrary to the corrupt 
ſenſe and manners of the Court of Rome,and to her fleſhly plottes 


and inventions, which is nowe turned into a temporall — I 
3 aw 
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ſaw 2lſo,& perccined moſt clearly chat at Rome, without any law« 
full ground, yea, by extreame violence, innumerable new articles 
of faith were daily coined, & forced ypon ys:& thatin ſuch things 
as notonly appertaine nothing to diuine faich,bur alſo containe 
in themſelues manifcſ falſchood $ Which articles chat corrupr 
Court will neither ſuffer to be diſcuffed by any,nor be brought in 
a due conſultation of theChurcl: bur purſueth cuen co the death 
all choſe who dare whiſper againſt them, They haue now for along 
time ſmoothered the ſacred Councels, and ſo haue pur out the 
eyes of the Church of CARIST, that nowe vnhappie ſhee, as an- 
other Sampſon,made blinde, and depriued of her owne ſtrength, 
captiued and made vyle, isable only to groane. It was ſometimes 
an article of Faith, that the vniuerſall Church,diſperſed through- 
out the whole worlde, is that Catholicke Church of CHRIST, 
whereunto CARIST himfſelfe doeth promiſe his perpetuall aſ- 
ſiſtance, which P av xr. calleth the Pillar and ground of Veritie. 
But now our Rowaniftes haue drawne this article of Faith in lefler 
bounds, That the Catholicke Church now is co be taken for none 
other than the Court of Rowe: & it is propounded to be belecued 
by a firme Faith, har in it only,yea,&:in the Pope alone,the whole 
Spiritof CHRIST maketh reſidence: and whatſoeuer of old time 
hath bene ſaid for the honour of $-yniuerſall Church of CHRIST, 
with great injury to the Church, is wholly applyed to the Courc 
of Rowe:& many things are reduced to the articles of Faith, wher- 
of we neuer had any inſtitution of CHRIST: wherby the ſoules of 
the Faithfull are miſerably deceiued:and ſo the Blinde with their 


. bliadleaders ruſh headlongs in gulfe of perdition. Theſe things 


among many other, haue grieued me exceedingly, & doeyet itir 
vp in my ſpirit an incredible dolour, 

But I wil ceaſe now particularly to recount the innumerableno- 
uelties of the Court of Reme,and theſe moſte pernicious erroures 
whereby a Boucherie of ſoules is wrought : the vigour of Church 
Diſcipline is broken:the propagation and purging of Religion is 
hindered, and innumerable offencesare brought in the Church; 
the ciuill peaceof Chriſtians is troubled, & bloody warres ſtirred 
vpamong(ithem,kingdoms areouerthrown,&horrible ſchiſmes 
are 
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are made in the Churches,and moſt grieuous calameties do ariſe 
(which all T haue exaQtly obſerued)1 will ceaſe now (1 ſay)to re- 
count them, becauſe 1 haue fully treated'o all theſe matters in 
my large worke,Of the Eccleſraſtickg Republicke,which Ihaueinrea- 
Gineſſe, and ſhall giuc to bee Printed in Germente, as firſt commo- 
dioufly occurreth to mee in this my journey:all that worke Of the 
EccleſiaFticke Republicke, I comprehende in ten Bookes: In the firſt 
whercof 1 ſearch out the forme of this Republicks; and doe deter- 
mine, that the Church ynder Curzsr appertaincth toa moſt per- 
fe& Monarchie:and that not the lefle the Miniſters of Cyr1sT on 
erth,by CyrzsTs own inſtitution,are moſt farre from ancarthl! 
Monarchic,& do gouerney Church withan Ariftocraricor choiſe 
gouernment:not without ſome mixture of a democratic or popular 
goucrnment:and conſequently Ifhew that the Primacie of Peter is 
contrary to theEwargel & inſtitution of Chrift,In the ſecond booke 
I conſider the gouerners & Miniſters of the Zccleſiaflicke Republick, 
who they are,& what ſucceſſion can be giuen to the holy Apoſtles: 
what is the inſtitution of B:ſhops:wherein they differ from Presby- 
ters; who are the inferiour Miniſters, and what force hole Order 
haue in this Republicke, In the thirde Tdoeexpound what is the 
Hierarchie to bce found among the Biſhops and Gouernoures of 
_ this Republick; and I do teach, that there is no-przheminence nor 
ſubje&ion among Biſhopr.by diuine right, butthatdegrees of pla. 
ces among them are diſtinguiſhed by the conſtitutions of the 
Church only, And conſequently I doe treat of the Elefior, Corfir- 
wation, Conſecration or Ordinatzon of Biſhops,, and of thepowyer of 
eHUectropolitanes, Primates, and Patriarches, In the fourth I exa- 
minethe Priuiledges of the Church of R o wc s: and doeproue, 
that neither in her ſelfe, nor in her Biſhop nor Clergie, ſhec 
hath anie przheminence giuenherof CHRIST aboue other 
Churches: but if anie ſhee hath had, ornowe hath, ſhee hath 
taken it from the helpes and furtherances. of men.. In the 
fifth I doe vndertake to ſearch out the proper power of the 
CH v RC n: and doe prooue, that it 1s meerclic Spirituall :: 
and ſo I remooue , farre from the CavnRrcn., all 
( Eartblic) IvaisSDicTtlioN; And then confe- 
| 4 quently. 
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quently I difpute of the force and operation of Sacramentes,and - 
of EccleſiaſticallCenſares. Inthe ſixth Icompare the power of 
the Laitie; and of the Church; that the difference berwixc the Ec- 
clefiaſticke and Temporall Republicke may appeare; and I doe 
ſhewethar Chriſtian temporall Princes may doe many thinges in 
the Church: bur the Church in temporall thinges, and eſpecially 
towards Kings, may doe nothing atall.I treat alſo ofthe tempo- 
rall Kingdome of Car tsr, of the power of the Laitie whence ic 
15,4ad of how large extent: of the Immunities of the Church and 
Church-men: of Inueſtitures, of the Monarchie of S1c1LL, and 
fuchlike. Inthe ſeuenth I conſider the inward direRion of the 
Ecdlefiaſticke Republicke,whichis by faith: and I inquirefor the 
true gule of faith: and ſoIdifpure of the Word.of God, of the 
authoritic of the Church,and of the Pope ouer it: of Councels,of 
Hzrefic, of Schiſme, and ſuch like. In theeight I conſider the 
externall gouernement of the Church , by Lawes, Canons, and 
Tudicatories. Thereafter I diſcufſe howe farre Canons doe obliſhs 
of difpenſations, of commandes, enjoyning faſting, prayer, and 
ſuch like. In ctheninth I come to the cemporall goods of the 
Church,and I expound at length how ſparing the ſuſtentation of 
the Miniſters ſhould bee ; whenceic ſhould bee taken: an4 howe 
Church goods ſhould be guided:T treat alſo of Tithes, of Benefi- 
ces , of dominion ouer Church-goods : of the vſc and abule of 
Church-rents:of Penfions,of Commendas,and Teſtaments of the 
Clergie, In the tenth and laſt I yndertake to expound the liber= 
tie of the Church, that wee may ſee what way this Republicke is 
free. And conſequently I treat of Priviledges, and perſons priui- 
ledged: of the abuſe of priuiledges : of exemptions, and perſons 
exempted:of the ſubjegion of Moncks, and ſuch like. This was 
the fruit of my painfull ſtudies 2 for while vpon the occaſions be- 
fore named I did griedily reade holy Scripture, the Orthodox. 
Fathers, the holy Canons, and Volumes of Councels, mine cyes 
being opened,and 1 inflamed with a zeale to explaine the erueth 
to others, and to my ſelfe, I could not but write thoſe thinges I 
obſerued : and this my much writing hath begotten this worke, 
the ſumme whereof I hauz rehearſed. I ſaw therefore plainly, _—_ 
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did perceiue, that in our Churches wee had gone farre aſtray fro 
the right path both in DoRrine and Diſcipline. ® 
What then ſhould I doe morein the mids of a wicked & frowatt 

nation? If ( as reaſon craueth) I would haue gouerned mineowne 
Church according to the ancient diſcipline of 5 Catholick Church, 
and propone true and Catholick doQrine, Iſhould by that meanes 
haſten ypon mine headgreat ſtormes & horrible tempeſts fro Rome? 
for cue already at Romegreat hatred was hatched & foſtered againſt 
mee,becauſe they had vnder-ſ\melled my labours in writing againſt 
their opinions:for which I was often admoniſhed &rebuked by the 
Popes Nuncio,lying atYenicetit was therfore much better.to take the 
wings of a doue,& to-withdraw my ſelfe,& fly away to the wildernes, 
where I might wait vpon him who will deliuer me from the weak- 
nes of ſpirit, & from the tempeſt:rather than remaining among the 
blind,willing'y blinding my ſelfe,I ſhould leade the blind to perdi- 
tion, Whatare the Biſhops vnder the Romane PopedometIn tempo» 
rall things indeed, where the benefices are fat,they ſhine in wordly 
dignitie,they are great,& conſpicuous,& Princes:but Biſhops they 
arc not , but by zquiuocation : all their Biſhoply adminiſtration is 


_ - periſhed:for the gouernment of all Churches is drawn to Reme,and' 


the Biſhops them(clues are ſcarſely Vicars and ſeruants tothe Lord. 
Pope:they are vile, cotemptible,oppreſſed, & troden vnder foot mi- 
ſcrably:\ubjeRed notto the Pope only,but to Cardinals.& to ſoma- 
ny Cogregations as are inſtitute at Rome againſt them:Legates from 
his Holines ſide, Apoſtolick Nunces Jnquiſitors Viſitors,&'in end to innu- 
merable Orders of Regulars,and their brethren, who now by their 
Apoſtolicke priuiledges are uotonely zqualled co Biſhops, bur alſo 
oucrmatcheth chem,8 ſtayeth their proceedinges in their gouern- 
ment, ſwallowing vp their power. The Church vader the Biſhop of 
Rome is no more a Church, buta certaine humane Commonwealth, 
all of it ynder thePopes temporall Monarchie-Itis a Vineyard only 
to maks Noe drunketitis a Flock, which the Shepheards do ſheare 
and clip cuen to the blood 2 yea, to excoriate and flaye them, Why 
then ſhould I not flee, leſt I ſhould ſee theſe cuils any longer,& leſt I 
ſhould be a fellow-worker of ſuch thinges,& a partaker with them. 
Cuatsr hath ſet meeas a dogge among his flocke: I ſhould not bee 
dumbe anic longer , as nowe all the other Biſhops yader the 
- C Romane 
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&- pope aredumb dogs:who on the one part allured with large 


es,and on the other terrified with great feare,are altogether fi- 
t: and chooſe by baſe flatrery to haſten to perdition with their 
Chifrane. And becauſc(according to the Prouerbe)Flartery begerterh 
friends,and trueth begetteth batred:{ceing Ineither could,nor ought to 
deſcrt the trueth,1 behoued of necetiitie to flee noiſome hatred,and 
poyſon,and daggers,the ordinary «ff-Qts of hatred among vs:for in 
theſe our times matters are come to this poinR, that at Rowe, or ell. 
- where by commiſſion from Rome, the defence of Controuerſies of 
Religion is not committed to T heolvgs or Councels, but to Tortu- 
rers, Burcios, Cut=throates, and bloodie Murtherers. 
Andalbeit all theſe things dideuer and carneſily perſwade meto 
flee yetT doe confefſe I fonnd the handmaide Agar, with her childe 
{macl,for along time troubleſom to me:T mean | heard my ficſhre- 
gelling againſt my ſpirit,and reaſoning afcerthis manner: And whi- 
ther,I pray thee,wilt thou goc? Thouart come to great dignities, 8 
wealth, vnder the Biſhop of Rome, with hope alſo to attaine further. 
Theſe things thou doeſt poſſeſle:ttheſe are certain,butchou knoweſt 
not what ſhall befall thee in other places. Shall ir bee cuen (o, that 
thou wile leaue thy Countrey, & Confignes,& Alliance, & friends, 
neuer any more to ſcethem againe?Wherfore makeſt thou thy ſelfe 
wiſer than innumerable other Biſhops , who comporteth vvith all 
things,tolerateh & excuſeth them? why wilt not thou in like man- 
nercomport with, tolera'e & excuſe them? Art thou only the wiſe 
man-among ſuch an innumerable multitude ? Are all the reſt foo- 
1:h?Docſt thou not know,thatimmediatly after thy departingyfirſt 
at Rom-,and then cuery where,thou ſhalt bee burdened with greae 
reproaches, and noted with the infamous name of an Hzreticke? 
T hefe and moe ſuch like ſpeaches my fleſhly Azar did often whiſper 
in mine cares, not withour a great combate betwixt her & mine in- 
warde ſpirit, and my Conſcience nowe already onercome with the 
rrueth: But that diuine Spirit, with a more vehement force,ſnffered 
me not any Ionger to make delayes, but with an effeQtuall voyce he 
called me to himſelfegas he did Abrabam,faying. (ome out of thy Coun- 
trey,and from thy hinred, and from thy Fathers bouſt,and come vnto the Land 
which I will (hewv onto thee, And he forced mee to put in execution thar 
notable ſaying of the wiſe men, Forr.ow Gop : cuen as bleſfed 
. Abrabans 
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 Abrabam indeed obeyed it, according to the conſideration of holie 
Ambroſe (de Abraham.lib,1.cap.2.)) Which fac of the holy Patriarch 
after a wonderfull ſort, augmented both my courage and ſtrength, 
while I perceiued, that Gop did firſt rewarde his ready obedience, 
by keeping diſgrace andinfamie farre from him: for hee przſerucd 
the chaſtity of his beautiful witeSara,whe it was in hazard by a licen- 
tious Tyrant, Ambroſealſo did much comfort mee in this caſe,while 
he ſaith, Becauſe Abrabam contemned all chings for Gops calling, 
therfore herecciueth al things again abundantly multiplied: & firſt 
ofall hee gaue him the ſafety of Saras chaſtity, which hee knew was 
deare tothe husband. That ſame holy Father addeth moreouer, 
'Whoſocuer followeth the Lox is ever in ſurety:& therfore (ſaith 
h-)we ſhould not bee called backe from the obedience ofheauenlie 
commandements,neicther for reſpeR to our countrey,or parents,or 
children,or wife, becauſe Gop glueth all theſe gifts to vs, &isable 
to preſerue them all. Theſe things giue mee full aſſurance, that for 
this my following of his calling, chough it bee ſomewhat too late, 
Gop will giue me this remuneration, euen the przſeruation of my 
fame and zitimation:that of whatſoeuer account it be, it ſhall ſuffer 
no diſgrace amongſt Barbariars,but ſhall be kept ſound and vndefi- 
led, for the xdification of ſome, and auoyding of offences. Beeing 
therefore encouraged with this confidence, and moued with this 
holy calling.and admoniſhed by theſe dangers, I haue moſt cheare= 
fully vndertaken this my flight. TS 
- But yet the loue of CxR1sT conſtraineth me,for T might be coun- 
ted of a vile & baſe ſpirit, if laying aſide all Jawfull ſtriving, I ſhould 
* rot in ſluggiſh idleneſle in ſome corner, and ſo flee for mineowne 
eaſe. The cauſe of Car1sT is in hand, which calleth me to it ſelfe,& 
I heare that voyce continually thundering in minecares[CRyt ]Jand 
admoniſhing mee to goe vpto ſome high mountaine, to theende 
that my voyce,joyned with their voyce, who haue not bowed their 
kneeto Baal, may bee better heard in preaching the Goſpel to Sox. 
That voyce now 1 follow,and I goe into ſome mountain, where the 
Catholick Church hath lifred vp her head in a free profeſlion, from 
w hence,according tothe obliſhment of my calling, ſo farreas in me 
lieth, I may proclaime the trueth to the worlde:and may open and 
ſhew the wayes for taking away all diuiſtons, and binding vp again 
CY of peace 


(_26. ) "= 
of peace in the Church, The Church ſhall ſhortly hear& my cries,8& 
I will ſpeake to the heart of Hieruſalem,and call vnto her: For I can- 
not in any caſe bee lacking ro my calling, becauſe Iam a Biſhop in 
theChurch of Cxrisr:& tocuery Biſhop bis own particular Church 
is ſo committed,that hee muſt in the meane time vnderſtand,where 
there is any neceſlity of his helpe, the vniverſall Church 1s recom. 
mended to bim by Itsvs CaRisr. To all of vs who are Biſhops the 
Apoſtle Pau hath fſaid,T ake hed to your ſelnes,c3 to the whole flocke oner 
which the Spirit of God hath made you oner-ſicers,torule the Church of God, 
which he bath purchaſed with his eWn blood. Theſe words alſo are giuen 
Out in the name of El/eutherizz an ancient Biſhop of Rowegwriting vn- 
toother Biſhops, For this cauſe Chriſt hath committed vnto youthe vniuer- 
fall Church,that ye labour for all men: end negleft net to helpe all, according to 
neceſſity.Cyprian alſo affirmeth(epiſt. 13.1:6.3)that joyntly with Scepha- 
74,8:ſhop of Rowe, he did hold the leue!l of gouerning the Church. 
And then he addeth, T he body of the Prieſt hood z5 exceeding large, and ts 
coupled together with the plew of mutuall concord,andthe band of wnity:ther- 

fareif any of our fellowfhip (hall preſume to forge an hereſie,or to rent & deftroy 
- the Church of (hriſt, lct all the reft make conuenient belpe. And that ſame 
Cyprienin very deede often helped troubled Churches: cuen ſuch as 
were without the bounds of «Ffricke:yea and the Church of Romeir 
ſelfe, So Polycarpre,lreneus,Ofrus of Corduba, Athanaſu, Baſilins, the 
two Euſebii, one of Smoſata, & the other of Yercels, Lucifer of Calarie, 
Hilarie of Poitiers, T beophilus and Cyrillus of Alexandria, Aurelins of 
Carthage,and many other Piſhops,did painfully labour, by vertue of 
their Epiſcopall office,to helpe y neclitics of the vniuerſalChurchs 
and leauing,for a ſpace,their own Churches, well appointed,reco- 
mending them to the oucrſight of others, they went ynto other af- 
fliged & troubled Churches. Therefore itis moſt proper to my cal- 
ling,& not withoutthe compaſle of it, with all my might,as Cyprian 
exhorteth,tohelpe the Court of Rowe, which factionouſly maketh a 
SeR,and deuiding it ſelfefrg the Church, renteth &deſtroyeth the 
Church of Cyk1sTt:and yet mine helpe muſt not be by approching 
ro it, becauſe that is not ſure: but by a bodily departing from it. I 
would indeed moſt gladly haue retained mine own Church of Spa- 
lats as Oſins,Baſilius,the two Euſebii, Hilarius,& others aboue named, 
xctained their own Churches,& returned vnto them after they _ 

ende 
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ended thepublicke bufineg? of the yniuerſall Church. But becauſe 
that my Ch urch,with many others,groaneth vnder the tyrannie of 
the Pope,who hateth & abhorreth Reformatio;and by all his power 
and the forces of his adhzrent Princes, maketh impediment to it: 
And hauing power of life & death over theſe who ſun & yrgerefor- 
mation,ſuffereth none of them aliue, Therefore, I could not chooſe, 
but leaue my Church,that I my f{clfe, hauing caſt off theſe bands, & 
ſer at liberty,might be the more ready co proclaime the trueth,and 
with greater ſafety might deplore 5 deſolation of the holyChurch, 
which ſhe ſuffcreth of the Court of Rome, 

True it is, the majeſty of an carthly king is dreadfull, becauſe (as 
Tertullian ſaith )be is next vnto God, leſſer than God only:aboue Whons (as 
Optatus Mile yitanus ſaith)there is none ſauc Ged alone, Therefore when 
k.Dazid was to be reproucd for his adultery & murther,neither the 
highPr:eft,nor any other of thePrieſthoodguor any Lenit,or friend or 
familiar durſt przſume to take that charge vpon him:but God viced 
his own proper & peculiar meſſenger,8 appointed the Prophet Na- 
tbanto rebuke him.But there is not now ſuch —— need 
we expeR,that God will raiſe vp extraordinary Prophers,8 appoint ' 
peculiar meſſengers to deal with y Biſhop of Rowe,who is now trou- 
bling.ſcandalizing,ſpoyling,& opprefſing the whole Church. The 
majeſty of our RomePope is not {o great as to affray vs,that his tem- 
porall & hauty majeſty is fained, vſurped,& is none atall, he is but 
ourBrother & Collegue,& aBiſhop with vs,& a Fellow-ſeruant in F work: 
and a brother who is holpen ofa brotherzis as a fenced city,as Salo- 
monſaith in the Prowerbs,Wherfore then doe we ſnortzwherfore doe 
we {leep?aBrother periſheth,& draweth the Churches away with him 
co perdition,& we his Brethren negle& the danger. & doe not occur. 
Let all be filent,ler all be quier,& contemn as they will, yet I 5 leaſt 
helpe among them all,with ſuch barking as I can,ſhall wake thoſe 
great maſtius,who are aſleep, 8& made drowſie by a woderful policy 
of the Popedome:thart according to their charge they may hold back 
the Pelues,8& (aue the flock of Teſus Chriſt. I ſhall not vſe mine own 
voyce; but the yoyce of God, in wakening the good Dogs:and I ſhall 
double vpon them the Cry of holy Fathers,8& Councels,& holyCa- 
tholickChurch.As for theſe ten Bookes,Of the Eccleſiaſtick Republick, 
which I am ſhortly to put to light, I ſhall ſpecially endeuour, _ 2 
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the errours of the Church of Rome as be deteRed,the tructh and 
wholſomnes of theCatholick doArine & diſcipline may be opened, 
& theſe many(reformed)Churches,which by our RamaneChurch are 
proudly caſten off & diuorced,may be retained in a Catholik ſenfe, 
and that the way of vnion of all theChurches,if not clearly demon- 
ſtrar,may beat leaſt pointed outtif by any means wecan be broght 
co that eſtate, all of vs to thinke one thing, & to ſay one thing: that 
Schiſmes may be remedied, and all occaſions taken away from Chri- 
ſtian Princes,of plotting the ouerthrow one of another, & of trou- 
bling the common peace of Chriſtian people, with vatimous & vn- 
godly warres,8 that vnder the prztence of Faith &Religion:butra- 
ther that all their forces may be ſo direed,as the Catholik Church 
of Chriſt, groaning vnder the tyranniec of thoſe who are /»fideles in- 
deed, may be reſtored to her ancient libertie. 

This my departing from my Countrey, or rather my going out 
&flight from Babel, I will thatit want a!l ſuſpicion of Sch;ſme: for [ 
flee from errours, I flee from abuſes, & thar leſt I be partaker of Ba- 
bels finnes,and receiue of her plagues:yet will I neuer ſeuer my lelfe 
from theloue which I owe to the holyCatholick Church,and to all 
and euery one who communicate with her:bur ſo faras in melieth, 
I ſhall cuer bee ready to communicate with them all,ſolong as wee 
agree in the eſſentiall arcicles of our Faith, and the Creedes of the 
ancient Church of Chriſt, if in the meane time we dereſt & abhorre 
all new articles of Faith which are contrary to holy Scripture,or re- * 

-pugnant to the forenamed Creedes:and that weadmit not, in anic 

caſe,articles indifferent in theſelues,as articles of Faith, which haue 
neuer bene ſufficiently diſcuſſed.eſtabliſhed and determined by the 
Church,except firſt they be fully determined, or bee ſhowne to have 
bene determined of before:neither yet that we condemne thoſe ar- 
ticles as hzreticall, vnleſſe we haue ſufficient notice that they haue 
bene condemned by the Church. In things therefore indifferent, let 
liberty of opinion and ation be permicted to euery Church:and ler 
eucry of them abound in their own judgement. yntill the Church it 
ſelfe,inſtruced & gouerned by the Spirit of Chriſt, ſhall put an ende 
to controuerſies, and ſeuer the Chaffee from the true Corne. 

In the meane time, let vs remember that notable ſaying of wor- 


thic Cypriau,which hee vſed inthe Councill of Carthage, #ee judge no 
| man 
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war((aith he)neither debar we ary man from the Communion, albeit he hane 
an opinion diuerſe from vs: for none of vs all hath made hnmſclfe Biſhop of Biſ- 
(pops, or compelleth his collegues, by a tyrannicall force, to cheneceſſitie of obe= 
diencetbecauſe enery Biſhop,according to liberty and power, hath hys oWn arbi- 
triments as though hee might not bee judged by others, neither bee himſelfe may 
judge.anot her: but let vs all await vpo thejudgement of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 
who one, and alone, hath power to prafer vs to the gouernment of hus Church, 
and to take an account of all our proceedings. At that time Cyprian diſaſſen- 
ted from the Church of Rome, & almoſt from the vniuerſal Church, 
about the Baptiſme of Hzretickes:and being confirmed in his own 
opinion, hee judged Stephanas, Biſhop of Rowe, who mightily reſiſted 
him therein,and all other,to bee ina manifeſt errour: yet hee neuer 
ſuffered the band of vnion & Ecclefiaſtick Charity betwixt them,to 
be broke,leſt a Schiſme,the moſt noyſome peſt of the Church,ſhould 
atiſe among them. And in this,C5pr. to his great comendation,did 
ouercome the not-all-wiſc-diſcrete zeale of Stephanns: for while as 
Szeph. by. his excomunications, did ruſh headlongs to the inconue-= 
nience of a Schiſme, Cyprian by his patience and charity,& excellent 
wiſdome,eſchewed a {cparation. Therfore S, Auguſtine did ofte com- 
mend Cyprian, an& propounded his actions as a rule and examplar 
of Imitation to all the Churches. Foy 
And among other thinges which Arguſtine conſidereth of this 
proceeding & ſlrife betwixt Cyprian & Stephanus,hee ſaith(in his fifth 
booke againſt the Doxat:ſts, chap. 25.) Yet the peace of Chriſt did ſo pre= 
 naile in their heartst hat in ſuch a quaſtion no $chiſme did ariſe betWixt them: 
for (yprian had ſurely concluded with himſelfe,that Steph. did grofly 
erre,while he receiued peenitent Hereticks,returning to $ Church, 
without rebaptizing: yet hee chooſed to comunicate not only with 
Stephanus himſelfe, who thought and did contrary to him: bur alſo 
with thoſe whom he judged co be altogether vncleane:and that on- 
ly becauſe Steph. bad receined them to the Communion , rather 
chantorent che Church with a Schiſme, And this example Anguſtine 
propoundeth to the Donarsſts, and vs all, to be followed. 
Therefore,moſt holy Father,8 you Fathers &Brethren, and holy 
Collegues,let vs imitate Cyprian,& follow the counſell of Auguſtine, 
rhat.aboue all things,Schiſmes be remouned:for(28 Augyſt,obſerneth) 
Cyprian repleniſhed, with the bowels of charity zſtimed, thar _ 
they 


| ( 24+ 

they who haue dinerſe OR. 95. 8 abide in vnitie, Let vs alſo 
among vs haue diuerſe opinions,of thinges:not as yer determined, 
till they be fully determined:And in the meanerime let vs abide in 
viity:for albeitthat you thinke otherwiſe, yet (as th Apoſtleadmo- 
niſherb) God will reucale that co you. Make not greater diuſions 
than arcalready.Take heed alſothat with Stephanus ye break not the 
band of charity, by vntimous excommunications, lcſt by ſuch con- 

' rentions, that great ill of diuiſion ariſe, which Anguf, did fore-eſ- 
chew:Reſtore peace and charity to all che Churches of C/RIST, 
who according to the Tenor of the ancient Creedes doe profefle 
TESUS CHRIST, and bee aflured of this, that Schiſme in the 
Church is a farre more grieuous cuill than Herefic. Haue your (om 
munion ready for all, withour prejudice of the liberty of opinions: 
remouing in the meanetimeall falſchoods in doQrine. Leaue the 
examinations of the Trueth to thoſe lawfull & accuſtomed formes 
of the holy Church : for ſo I hope, through the aſſiſting grace of 
CHRIST, who vſeth not to denic himſelfe to them who ſecke 
him ſincerely, that full peace and concord, and a neceſſary vnion of 
the holy Churches ſhall follow, that we all chink one thing, & abide 
all in one rule. Let vt not ſtirre yp amongl(t vs the fire of hatred and 
ſecret grudges, but of Religion and Catholicke inſtrucion. Let che 
Wordof G O D beceaLanterne to our feete, and letys followe the 
foor-ſteps of our holy Anceſtors, who haue beene excellent Lightes 
inthe Church of CHRIST, Let vs breakeaſunder,withour pertina- 

* Ccie,the darkneſle of errour and falſehood, by the light of the trueth 
of the Goſpel : and let vs depart farre from Nouelties, which haue 


Church : that the Church of CHRIST on earth may bee one 
coupled rogether with the glew of concorde: whereinto let ys all 


our LORD IESUS CHRIST, AMEN 


Giney at Vzx1cs, the xv, of September, 
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